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UM FOUNDATION COMPLETES PROGRAM TO PROTECT SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULA A fundraising program developed to support endowed scholarships at The University of
Montana has been completed, successfully meeting a goal to help up to 1,000 students whose
endowed scholarships for the 2009-10 academic year were threatened by the economic
downturn.
The program, “ 1,000 Promises to Keep,” was launched in December by the UM
Foundation, Alumni Association and University Relations. It raised nearly $250,000 in private
donations to ensure the economic slowdown does not affect students who rely on privately
funded scholarships.
In addition, revenue from the University’s license plate fund will be used to augment
the funds available to support these scholarships. This combination allowed the University to
meet the need for endowed scholarship support.
“Hundreds of generous supporters stepped forward in recent months to help keep our
students in the classroom,” said Laura Brehm, UM Foundation president and CEO. “UM
students work hard to achieve their academic goals, and we can say we are doing everything
possible to keep them in the classroom.

Deborah Doyle McWhinney, co-chair of the fundraising program, said, “When we
launched ‘1,000 Promises to Keep,’ we made a commitment to support our students and not let
the economy delay their educations. We met our objective, and all of us should take great
pride in that accomplishment. This effort would not have been possible without the generous
contribution of our many friends. ”
More than 500 endowed scholarships will be supported by funds raised during the
program. Endowed scholarships are generated through donor-supported gifts to the University
that are invested in endowed funds by the foundation. Recent market conditions have
negatively impacted the return on those investments.
The value of most scholarships at UM is between $500 and $2,000 per semester. Many
students receive several scholarships through different endowed funds to pay tuition and
expenses.
Established in 1951, the UM Foundation serves as a charitable nonprofit organization.
It has an Internal Revenue Service 501 c(3) designation and is the official development office
for the University. The foundation’s mission is to ensure U M ’s excellence, access and
affordability through a public/private funding partnership.
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